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Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Death penalty or capital punishment is a punishment that is carried out on people who are deemed to have committed serious crimes. This is a government-sanctioned practice where an individual is executed by the state for the crimes that he or she may have committed (Hurley 3). This is normally after the judges have ruled on the case and passed a death sentence. The act involved in carrying out the death sentence is normally referred to as execution. The death sentence is only considered on specific cases that seem to meet the high threshold of punishment that has been set by the courts. The capital offenses that warrant the death penalty include treason, espionage, murder and genocide. The government considers these crimes as very serious as they normally lead to loss of lives and also the subordination of the legal authority that exists. Despite the existence of different viewpoints regarding the death penalty, it remains clear that it is the cruellest form of punishment that violates the human right to life, causes excessive suffering and agony to people and disrespects the divinity of human life.
The death penalty has usually been carried out using various procedures over the years. The means of execution normally include electrocution, hanging, firing squad, gas chamber and the use of lethal injection (Garrett, Alexander and Ankur 7). The courts appoint specific people who are charged with ensuring that the execution takes place in the correct manner and that a full and detailed report is submitted for reference and storage purposes. This is intended to make sure that the people, tasked with executing these duties appropriately conduct themselves and also avail such details as time of death for recording purposes. Capital punishment or death penalty is legal in most countries, although there has been a spirited campaign against the use of the death penalty in most countries. The death penalty is an excessive form of punishment and should be reviewed.
Significant Points of View Regarding the Death Penalty
Death penalty as a form of punishment has attracted a lot of debates across different countries due to the effect that it has and the manner in which it is carried out. Some support the use of the death penalty in dealing with criminals who have committed high levels of atrocities and those that are against the use of the death penalty as a form of punishment. This has seen some of the states consider removing the death penalty completely from its list of punishments.
Those who support the use of death penalty do so based on a number of reasons. This view is being held because they believe the people who committed the crime have caused massive suffering and death in society. For people who are charged with murder, the people who support this punishment hold the view that they have caused the loss of life, and thus, their life should be brought to an end too. They are of the view that such people do not deserve to be granted mercy as they themselves have did not show mercy when they were committing the crime (Hans 71). They should, therefore, be given the same treatment that they themselves have given others. The loss of life that they have caused has brought a lot of misery to the families affected and also left children as orphans. This automatically changes their life due to the loss of either their father or mother which leaves a big gap in the family unit. The children grow up lacking the love and guidance that they would have wished for and this leads to most of them developing bad behaviors and becoming a nuisance in society. The proponents of this view, therefore, feel that the same should be felt by those people who commit crimes such as murders. They hold the view that the families of the murderers should also feel the same pain of losing their loved ones.
Those who support the death penalty also believe that the use of this punishment is most likely to deter future occurrences of such crimes. This is due to the fact that the people who would have committed the crime will be eliminated and this scares other people who may have similar intentions. They believe that it is the right form of punishment that is important in managing the rate of crime in the country. The criminals will know that once they are caught for these crimes, then they have no other option but to face death. This is something that is bound to bring a lot of shivers on the criminals as no one wishes to die and therefore, they will stop engaging in criminal activities. The net effect of this is that the rate of criminal activities that warrant the death penalty will come down, and thus, the society will leave without such atrocities.
Those who support the death penalty also hold the view that such people who have committed these crimes should be eliminated from society once and for all. This has been necessitated by the fact that most of the criminals are always arrested and then released after serving their sentences. They, therefore, come back to the society and still commit even more serious crimes. The use of the death penalty is therefore warranted for them as it ensures that such people are removed from the society for good and thus minimize the chances of the same crimes being committed again (Hans 73).
There are also those who hold the opinion that the use of the death penalty is cheap and thus saves the state expenses that it would have incurred in keeping these people in prison for many years. They believe that once a sentence is handed out, the next important issue is the execution which should be carried out fast and the whole process forgotten. This is in contrast to the use of other forms such as life imprisonment which is bound to cost the government and the taxpayers’ money in catering go their food and other essentials such as medicine (Hans 73). The taxpayers will have to fund this for all the years that they will be in prison and this they deem to be a costly venture. Therefore, the use of the death penalty eliminates all this as the people are executed once and there are no further expenses to be incurred.
Some hold views that are against the use of the death penalty. This people hold the view that man is no giver of life and therefore, he should not take it. This is to say that it is only God that gives life, and thus, there is no single person that has the authority to take away life. This is a gift that human beings have been granted by the Supreme Being and that no one is allowed to determine the end of life of another person. They, therefore, advocate for other forms of punishment rather than the use of capital punishment.
The opponents also believe that some of the people who are convicted for capital offenses might actually be innocent. There are other people who are falsely accused of committing crimes or even framed in other circumstances (Hurley 9). This is something that has occurred in several instances and is being helped by the authorities investigating the cases. They are paid to tilt the evidence towards particular individuals which results in them being convicted for murder. These people, therefore, argue that the convicted fellows are bound to suffer the death penalty for crimes that they did not commit and this is unfair and unjust. It is better for this people to be given other forms of punishment rather than the death penalty
There is no tangible evidence that can be associated with a decrease in the rate of crime as a result of the use of the death penalty rather than other forms of punishment (Garrett, Alexander and Ankur 11). This is the reason why most of the opponents of the death penalty have been vocal in advocating for its scrapping. The levels of crime across the countries have continued to increase and that the use of capital punishment has done little to curb murder occurring. Therefore, they believe that these people should be subjected to other forms of punishment such as life imprisonment, where they will have to spend the rest of their lives behind bars as opposed to being killed.
Some argue that the people accused of committing serious crimes may have done so in their abnormal state of mind and thus are not fully responsible for their actions. They may have been driven by some forces which led them to end up committing murders. It is, therefore, their view that such people are really not murderous but committed the act of out of internal or external forces that must have pushed them up to the point where they snapped. These people deserve to be given a chance to be assisted by professionals in trying to figure out the problem that is disturbing them. Mental examination and therapy are critical for such people to assist them to become better persons in their societies (Garrett, Alexander and Ankur 15). The use of the death penalty, therefore, denies such people this chance and condemns them to death.
There also those people that view the death penalty as a way of brutalizing the society. The acts that are committed against the people convicted of these offenses are cruel and this goes further to injure the people. The correction mechanism is one that is supposed to care for the convicts even as they pay for their actions. However, this is not the case with death penalty as the act of execution brutalizes the people and the society at large. The effects of the death penalty are rather harmful than good and this jeopardizes the efforts of the government in instilling good behavior amongst its citizens.
Why the Death Penalty should be Banned in All States
Death penalty is a cruel form of punishment that needs to be completely banned in all states. This is due to the manner in which it is being carried out by the people charged with that responsibility. One such reason for the ban of the death penalty is that the executions can be at times painfully long (Garrett, Alexander and Ankur 16). The process of carrying out the execution may at times take longer than it is expected and this brings a lot of suffering to the victims. The execution is a process that is expected to last for a few minutes thereby ensuring the victims do not suffer immensely throughout the procedure. There have been instances that have been reported whereby the execution has taken longer minutes than it was supposed to. This is something that needs to be stopped to prevent the victim from continuously suffering at the hands of the executioners and this can only be done through the scrapping of this punishment.
Death penalty should also be banned due to the fact the process associated with it sometimes become botched which leads to unforeseen circumstances and pain (Hans 76). There are instances where the process goes wrong such as that of electric chair fires or decapitations during the hanging process. In these cases, the electric chair is set to high levels which are not the ones recommended resulting in high voltages. This high voltage results in the emergence of fires in the execution room which in turn causes harm to the person that is tied on to the electric chair. This in itself is a cruel act as the person convicted is already undergoing a lot of stress and torture and this also serves to add to the stress that he or she may have.
There are also instances where the use of lethal injection has gone wrong resulting in more suffering for the victims. They undergo excruciating pain as the people tasked with the administration of the lethal injection try to correct it. There are reported cases of people being injected more than 5 times as they try to either find the right vein or having used a drug that has expired and, therefore not effective (Hans 82). The victims suffer all along and this is something that is both cruel and inhuman. The states should, therefore, consider banning the use of the death penalty in order to stop the cruel and barbaric acts that have been meted out on the people who have been convicted of capital offenses.
The death penalty is also cruel due to the manner in which the people convicted for capital offenses are treated as they wait for their execution time (Hurley 10). The victims of capital punishment usually face the wrath of their handlers as they are considered murderous and thus unwanted in the society. They are highly mistreated as compared to other prisoners who have been convicted of lesser crimes. The society view the murder charge as a serious offense and this is translated to the people who handle the convicts. There have been several cases of prisoners convicted for capital offense being denied food and medical attention. They suffer in prison and have no way of letting the outside world know of what they are undergoing. This is further enhanced by the postponements that are generally there when it comes to the matters of execution. The death row prisoners are further mistreated as they wait for the new date that has been set. These forms of inhumane treatment are unacceptable and therefore, it is critical that the countries reconsider the use of the death penalty in their correction mechanism.
The act is also cruel in the fact that it advocates for the ending of life as people stand by and watch which violates the human right to life (Hans 87). Life is a precious thing that should be valued and appreciated in all forms since no one has the monopoly of life except the Supreme Being. The fact that people can sit down and carry out an execution of an individual speaks volumes of the cruelty and the inhuman aspect of life. The execution is carried out in the full glare of certain people who even cheer as the victim is removed life in a slow and painful process. The steps taken to facilitate the carrying out of the execution are themselves cruel and altered to satisfy certain members who would wish to see the victim suffer. This is something that is destructive and cruel and should not be given a chance to continue to thrive in society. The states should ensure that they have done away with this punishment in order to restore the dignity of life and save the victims from the endless torture that they go through.
The death penalty is also unusual because there are very few countries that execute people who have been convicted. This form of punishment is not rampant across the world and this makes it unusual. Most of the countries prefer to hand out life sentences rather than death sentences and this makes it unusual in most parts of the world. This goes to strengthen the position that almost all countries have repealed the use of capital punishment, and thus, the other remaining countries should follow suit urgently and stop this act.
Conclusion
The death penalty has stirred up several debates in which people argue for or against and discuss whether to continue using this form of punishment or to completely do away with it. The views of both sides have been advanced with the hope of ensuring that the death penalty is either retained of discarded. It is however clear, as seen above that the death penalty should be done away with and that the states should completely ban the use of this punishment in their countries. This is due to the underlying reasons that have been given in the paper and which have gone to strengthen the case against the use of the death penalty. The fact that human life needs to be valued as no man is gives life means that we should be able to respect it and give it the dignity that it deserves. The people convicted are also human beings who have made a mistake and therefore, they should be given a chance in life to correct their mistakes and change their ways, which in turn will make them better people in the future.
Moreover, some people are wrongly convicted and thus they suffer due to the offenses that they have not committed. This is something that needs to be looked into even as we debate on the death penalty. The legal authorities should be able to carry out the investigations in a professional manner which will ensure that the right people are convicted. This is not to say that these people need to be handed death penalty but they should be made to pay for their mistakes through other forms of punishment rather than convicting the wrong people and further going on to hand over the death penalty. The method used in carrying out the execution have caused a lot of suffering and pain to the convicted people, and thus, the death penalty needs to be repealed to spare these people the excruciating pain they have undergone. The banning of the death penalty is also essential in the fact that it will contribute to the state offering other forms of correctional measures that will go a long way in assisting such people rather than doing away with them. This will improve their thinking and thus result in them becoming useful people in the society.
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